LENIN, DICTATOR
THE same anarchical conditions which had enabled
Lenin to put himself in power, proved a serious obstacle
to the establishment and development of the revolutionary
regime.
The Bolshevik programme, minutely elaborated in
advance, was a multifarious one. It comprised the im-
mediate convocation of a Constituent Assembly; the
abolition of capital punishment; the recognition of the
independence of the several nationalities that had been
included within the framework of the late Empire; dis-
tribution of land among the peasants; abolition of the
police force, of the army and of government officialdom;
suppression of privileges; equal pay for all; peaceful
rivalry of the various political parties under the aegis
of the Soviets.
Not one item of this programme of abstractions was
found to be practicable.
The Bolsheviks for the most part had made up their
minds that the triumph of their party, the defection of the
Russian Army and the fraternization of their soldiers with
the enemy would have a decisive effect on all the
belligerents; that, following their example, everyone
would agree to a peace without victors or vanquished,
what time the proletariats of the entire world would be
preparing for the final conflict of the classes.
But the terrible conditions laid down by the Germans
soon disillusioned them. The negotiations were deliber-
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